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My name is Joseph Knight.  I am 33 years old and I have had a pretty good life throughout the past 10 years.  I have come across many challenges in my life to get to where I am today.  I work for a very successful local based computer repair business.  I live in the great state of South Carolina in a 2 story house in Marion County that is in a wonderful neighborhood.  This morning I woke up next to my beautiful wife Tammy to whom I have been married for 5 years.  I have a 2 year old daughter named Jayde Marie Knight that is the jewel of my life.  Perhaps I should step back to when I feel that my life really began.

All my life I was growing up living by the rules that were told to me, doing what everyone wanted me to do, pleasing people and making them happy.  A short background on me would tell you that I was brought up in a Methodist household going to church every Sunday and on holidays with my family.  But family life was not as great as it would have seemed to the outside world.  My mother and father fought a lot, sometimes every night.  Sometime around when I turned 16 I began to really think on my own.  I started to questions my beliefs, and to question my very life in general.  After a lot of extensive research I came to the conclusion that I did not believe in the existence of God.  My mom was not at all happy but overtime she learned to live with my beliefs.  Through high school I remained a good kid, I never drank, I never smoked a cigarette, and most of all I never tried a single drug.  I stayed clean.  About all I did was sit on the computer that I worked all summer mowing lawns to get.  Day and night I would tinker with it, learning this and that that hard way.  I messed up my machine badly enough at least once a week to have to reformat the whole thing and start over again.  I made it through high school with an 87.5 average.  I could have done better but at the time, the importance of education really didn’t occur to me.  In 11th grade I joined the Navy in the DEP (Delayed Entry Program) Program.  In the DEP you basically had a meeting once a week with your recruiter to learn about military lifestyle.  3 weeks after graduation from high school I left for the Navy to be an ETS (Electronic Technician Submarines).  Boot camp was really hard.  It was also a real eye opener as far as my life was concerned.  When I was younger I fought with my brother and sister a lot as most kids do.  But after being in the Navy for [image: image1.jpg]



  a short period of time, it changed me into a much more caring person.  It taught me how to respect more than I had before.  While in the Navy at 19 years old, I still managed to get myself into trouble though.  I got mixed up with an underage girl and was almost killed when I fell asleep at the wheel 3 times in one night.  I was not really happy in the service and I hid it from most of the people that cared about me, because they were so proud of me for being there.  I finally broke down though and had to do something about it.  I went to all the important people in the Navy chain of command and told them my story.  I let them know how unhappy I was and that the military was not a lifestyle that I felt I could handle.  So without much trouble they gave me an honorable discharge.  I was lucky to get out so easy.  After the Navy I decided to start college, which is what I wish I would have done from the very start.  At that time I was living with my Dad in Wellsburg, my parents had gotten a divorce while I was in the service and my dad was the only one who had the room for me even though we barely ever got along as a father and son should.  I started college at Corning Community College in the fall of 1999. [image: image2.jpg]


 Everything started great.  I was doing really well in all my classes.  I was also working full time for an internet service provider called Exotrope in Elmira, NY.  As always it seemed with me I was doomed to fail.  After the first semester things began to decline greatly.   Exotrope went under, laid off almost 100 of its 112 employees.  After that I had to withdraw from my second semester of college because I couldn’t afford to pay for it and couldn’t find a job quick enough.  I worked miscellaneous odd jobs but nothing that would say permanent long enough.  I did a couple more part time semesters at Corning while working the odd jobs I could find.  Finally after a year and a half I was able to get a job at a convenient store working full time and go back to college full time.  But as before I was not able to do full time at both places and had to withdraw again.  I was only 4 classes from completion of an associate’s degree and I had to withdraw.  At that time my brother was graduating from high school and was going to apply at Alfred.  I dated a girl who also went to Alfred so I had been there before and had really liked the college.  So I made a goal at that time.  I was going to work as much as I can over that winter and summer to pay off as much of my bills as possible and transfer into a better college.  I worked 2 jobs 50-60 hours a week and paid off most of my major bills.  I got accepted to Alfred State College
 and was really excited.  I worked the rest of the summer at both jobs up until the last week before the semester started.  And that brings me up to that fateful time in my life that I decided my life needed to truly begin.

Things were going really well since I got to Alfred State.  I brought 28 credits with me from Corning Community College
 so that made it a lot easier not having to take all the boring academic classes such as English and Science.  At that point I had very profound goals that I had always had for the most part but never really had the will and determination to accomplish.  But once I got to Alfred I was set.  I was tired of failing, tired of letting other factors contribute to my failure such as my father who was always a huge stressor in my life.  I was able to start fresh, with a clean record, and do it how I wanted to do it without all those things that brought me down.  I sold my expensive 
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sports car that was a major financial burden I had before college.  
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  I used the money I got from my old car to pay off the loan on the old car and buy a new car.  I bought a 1995 Doge Neon and paid $1000 in cash for it.  That was my college car.  I started in the Application Software Development field.  I choose this field because it seemed to have the broadest range of classes in all the different topics I was interested in.  My goals were now my priority and I wasn’t going to let anything get in my way or stop me, and nothing ever did from that point on.  In my first semester I met a girl named Tammy.  She was 23 years old like me and had already graduated from Alfred State and Alfred University and had a bachelor’s degree in Child Psychology.  Ill tell you more about her later.  My first semester was pretty easy since I was in only computer related classes except for one class; Evan Enke’s Intro to Information Technology class.  A first year intro course and he assigned us a 20 page paper due at the end of the semester.  Not what I had expected and something I had never really done before.  In high school I was able to work my way around all my research papers and never really learned how to write one.  But now I had to learn it if I wanted to pass the course.  That was the only real challenge in my first semester.  I passed of course with a little guidance from the teacher.  Application Software Development
 was a 4 year program.  Since I had 28 credits transferring from Corning to Alfred, a lot of my electives and basic academic courses were satisfied.  My first semester was a great beginning chapter to the rest of my life.  Of course that chapter cost me about $12,000.  I was required to buy a laptop so I figured I might as well get the top of the line one since I was to be here for 4 years.  So I got a 2.4Ghz laptop through the school for $2,100.  My classes consisted of Intro to Information Technology
, Intro to Computer Programming (Java Based), Financial Accounting, Intro to Web Development, Database Application and Programming, and College Algebra.  It was a pretty wide variety of computer skills to learn.  Not to mention these were all classes that I would most likely need at some point in my life in my career as well.  Programming was my major, so the computer programming course was a must, as hard as it seemed to be, I eventually picked it up.  Intro to Information Technology was a very basic computer course, most of which I already knew, but as with any detailed intro course, you always learn something that you didn’t know before, increasing my knowledge further on the computer lifestyle.  Financial Accounting was required but even if it wasn’t I would have taken it anyway.  Intro to Web Development was another very basic course I took on something I knew a lot about already.  I learned a lot of new things and it was a good course.  I like web design and it’s really fun for me and I figured if I learn enough I can make some money doing that as well.  Database Application was a pretty easy course in Microsoft Access.  We learned all the basics of making databases, creating reports and various ways of organizing data.  I had never used Access before that class but afterwards, I figured I would probably use it for the rest of my life.  And so far I have.  My second semester went pretty good.  I took Intro to Computer Programming (Visual.Net based).  Now that class was fun.  I had taken a Visual Basic class at Corning and really enjoyed designing my own programs, so a lot of the programming concepts were the same in .Net as in Visual Studio.  Visual Programming & Development, which was just a more in depth continuation of computer programming, covering more detailed design concepts and programming techniques.   Microcomputer Systems basically was a course on using operating systems, troubleshooting, things like that.  I had done it all before so it was as easy class.  Networking I was just an introductory course to networking with survey and evaluation of network media. I also took College Trigonometry.  All in all that was a pretty easy semester.  My school books cost me $850 for my first year.  During the summer between the end of year one and the beginning of year two in College at Alfred I worked for a convenient store called The Village Fair just to make some cash to buy books for the next semester.  Books for the third and fourth semester (year two) cost me about $700 total.  For the third semester I took Systems Analysis and Design, which taught me to identify and apply the fundamental concepts underlying all business information systems.  I took Fundamentals and Management also my third semester.  That course mainly taught me the skills necessary to be a manager in a business.  You never really know, I mean I wanted to start my own business but if that doesn’t work, I will still have the skill to start at a higher level than a peon.  And that is what I was aiming for.  Even if I couldn’t start my own, I would still have the skills I needed to live a full life.  My fourth semester I took Object oriented programming, which was another course going more in depth into the Java programming language.  That was a tough course.  I also took Management Communications.  I learned a broad range of communication issues that a manager would face in a job.  That was the end of my first two years.  At the end of my second semester over the summer I moved in with Tammy and her sister in Hornell.  Our relationship was going great.  The first two years were great.  I met a lot of great people and made a lot of friends.  I paid about $12,000 again for my second semester.  I started paying 200$ a month when I moved in with Tammy to help pay for rent.  My 3rd year at Alfred I dished out another $500 for books.  I took Human Computer Interaction.  That class taught me how to basically write programs that are user friendly, programs that are designed for the ease of use by people.  Also I took Essential of Information Security.  That course basically taught me all the aspects of computer security.  I took a course on Project Management.  It showed me many different aspects of how to set up and coordinate projects in a business atmosphere.  The course also included things like teamwork, budgeting, and resource allocation.  I took Database Concepts, which is a continuation of Database that I took my first semester.  It taught me a lot of the terminology, design, and implementation in database design systems.  In my last semester of classes I took Application Database management.  It taught me the major problem solving skills I would need for major commercial projects.  The last course I took was Seminar Critical Issues in IT.  It was basically a research oriented IT course that addressed critical issues in IT.  Some of those issues were different ways organizations adapt, and business ethics.  All throughout college I took all the required electives as well but most of them aren’t related to my field.  My last semester was by far the best one.  I did an internship for IBM as computer tech support personnel.  I mostly worked in tech support.  I answered telephones and provided technical support to the majority of the systems offered by IBM.  I also worked on the side with developers for my own knowledge and on my own time to develop as many skills as I possible could.  I made about 12$ an hour when I working there. I had worked for Exotrope providing technical support before but to do it for a large company like IBM was much more thrilling.  It was a truly mind opening experience working for a professional company in a professional setting with other people who respected how much I know.  The internship lasted one whole semester.  I graduated in December of 2006, one semester early, mainly because of all the transfer credits I had that covered basic courses.

My girlfriend Tammy was very supportive of me while I was still in school even though she had graduated already when I met her.  She was like a dream come true.  I had never met anyone up to that point my life that was so compatible with me.  And I mean 
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Tammy and I were compatible in every possible aspect.  We loved the same music, the same movies, all of our dreams and fantasies matched everywhere that they had to match to make a truly perfect relationship.  We never fought, or argued.  We completely trusted each other.  While I was in school she was taking online courses to get her masters degree while I was finishing up with my Bachelors.  She took online courses through the University of Buffalo to get her Masters degree in Adult education.  She got done about the same time I graduated college.  We experienced a lot of great things while I was in college.  Most of my new experiences were all with her.  In the first semester I got to go to my first real concert.  I went to see Marilyn Manson’s Halloween Creep show.  That was truly a memorable occasion.  A month later we went to see the band A Perfect Circle in Rochester.  And she loved it just as much as I did.  Tammy finished her last online course in the spring of 2005 to receive her master’s degree.  She waited for me to graduate in the fall of 2006 before we decided to begin the next chapter of our lives, together as husband and wife.  
Shortly after I graduated we decided to get married before we did anything else.  So it was a rather short planned wedding, but it was the greatest day of my life.  We got married on January 1st 2007, which was symbolic in that it was the 1st day of the New Year, as well as the first day of the new chapter in our lives together.  Both of our families were at the wedding.  I remember it distinctly well.  I wore a black Tuxedo and she wore the most beautiful white dress that we could find.  The bridesmaids wore rose red colored dresses, and the best men wore light green tuxedos.  Roses were the flower of the wedding, with a whole bouquet at the center of every table.  It was an outside wedding that we decided to have at a friend’s house in the country.  There were beautiful rolling meadows, and a little pond at the bottom of the hill with a little red bench at one side.  I remember that bench well because we sat on it later that night under the stars together.  We went to Cancun, Mexico for our honeymoon.  I had been there before in 10th grade.  One of the teachers did education trips every other year.  They weren’t sanctioned by the school but anyone who wanted to go could go if they paid for it.  It was all set up under a company called Educational Tours.  It’s my favorite childhood memory before college.  Snorkeling in the Gulf of Mexico was absolutely breathtaking and I wanted to do it again.  So that is where we went on our honeymoon.  We got a room in a hotel that overlooked one of the many beautiful bays in Cancun.  And we did so many things for the few days we were down there.  And the weather was beautiful at that.  We went snorkeling 2 or 3 times.  We got to swim with a Nurf Shark.  We laid out on the beaches and did a lot of sight seeing of pyramids around the area as well.  What a great way to start our lives together.  That cost us about $1000 each for round trip tickets.  
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Shortly after I got back I decided that it was time to figure out what we wanted to do.  We both knew that we did not want to live in NY.  We did a little bit of research and decided to move to Marion County South Carolina.  We found a beautiful house for $129,000.  We choose Marion for a few reasons.  We did quite a bit of research into where we wanted to live.  The average climate ranges from around 60 degrees in January to a high of 93 degrees in July, back down to about 59 degrees in December
.  The average chance of being a victim of a crime is only 1.12% which is in the 72nd percentile of the state ranking.  It’s in the 94th percentile of national ranking.  We were really pleased with that because we wanted to have kids someday and wanted to worry about as little as possible.  In the local schools, the student to teacher ratio is about 15 to 1, which allows for more individual attention and learning.  The home that we found that we most liked was at 209 South Main St, Marion, S.C.  29571.  It had 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and was about 2,200 sq feet of land.  We took a trip down for a couple days to South Carolina to look at the house and we loved it from the moment we pulled into the gravel driveway with the large tree shading the front yard.  It had an entire walk around front porch that went half way around the house.  There was a hot tub on a small closed in patio out back.  A small fireplace in the main living room and another in the second family room on the other side of the house for heat, and it was very spacious.  Everything was in great condition and had recently been repainted white on the outside of the house.  There was an attached 2 car garage.  It had city water and sewage services.  It also had central electric air conditioning for those hot days.  The realtor told us that the average temperature was usually higher than what we had found which was more than ok with us.  We were going to put a pool in anyhow when we found a place, so that suited us well.  The house is also only about 30 miles from the beach.  We wanted to be near the Atlantic Ocean.  So we got pretty much everything we were hoping to get out of it.  We went through Century 21 to buy our house and got a 6.122% interest rate on it.  After all was said and done it was going to cost us $789.64 a month over 30 years which wasn’t too unreasonable.  I did some research also on average wages in computer and technical related fields.  According to the 2000 State Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates website
, technical fields starting wage is around $15 for Tech Support Specialists and rises to around $27 an hour as Computer Software Engineers.   Also while I was down there I did a little job scouting.  About 12 miles from my future house was a computer store called Digital Solutions.  They sold custom built computers, offered technical support for computers they sold.  They did custom work on Pc’s and sold computer hardware and software as well.  A couple people did minor web design.  It was a really nice place and looked like a great job I would be interested in.  I talked to the manager, John Hancock, and told him how I have Bachelors in Application Software Development and a very vast knowledge of computers inside and out.  I mentioned that I was moving into the area and would be looking for a job.  As fate would have it one of his employees was moving out of state in a month or so and he hadn’t even started interviewing yet.  We had talked a little more but from what he told me it was pretty much in the bag which was great news.  Starting pay was $14 an hour.  There was no real title for the job we basically did everything.  Id help build the computers, install software, talk with customers who came to the store to try and sell the pre built computers we made.  Id offer support to people who came in and called, and would drive one of the store vans around to do service work for people who called in needing help and couldn’t bring their computers to the store.  It was a team environment and everyone worked with everyone else.  Business hours for customers were mainly 8-5 weekdays but we could stay and work as long as our heart desired as long as the work was getting done.  Most people put in about 50-55 hours a week.  At 50 hours a week and $14 dollars an hour that was about $36,000 a year gross income or about $700 a week gross.  I ran back to the hotel that we were staying at and told Tammy the great news.  We were moving in 2 weeks.
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She had a new b/f 
 that lived with her and his two kids also and everyone was there it was a really nice get together.  We began changing our billing addresses for our credit cards and set up our mail forwarding through the post office.  Basically we started closing everything up and tieing up all the loose ends.   Tammy’s sister was staying in her apartment in Hornell so we didn’t have to sell it or anything.  We chose to drive to South Carolina rather than fly so we could stop when we wanted too.  Basically we made a little road trip out of it.  We rented a U-Haul and loaded all of our furniture that we wanted to take with us from Tammy’s place in Hornell.  It took us 12 hours to drive that far when we went down the first time to look at the house.  We had seen a lot of nice places on the way down and wanted to stop this time.  So we planned on driving about half way the first day and half way the second day.  We stopped in Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington.  We did a lot of fun things too.  We ate at a nice restaurant in Baltimore and we stopped in Washington for the night at a hotel.  The next day we drove the last 385 miles to Marion, SC.  When we got to Marion my poor Neon was about ready to Die.  It now had 188,000 Miles on it and was nearing the end of its automobile lifetime.  I contacted John at Digital Solutions and let him know that we had arrived.  He said I could start on Monday the following week.  We arrived on a Thursday.  Well since my job was set to begin I decided I needed a new car.  And I wasn’t going cheap on this one.  Tammy found a job in the first week doing work for a nearby hospital as a Transcriptionist.  She was good at typing from working at the College for 4 years and this was a well paying job at 12$ an hour to start.  She had her 2002 Oldsmobile Alero that [image: image10.jpg]


she bought in 2002 and it was running great.  So I went shopping for a new car.  And boy did I ever find one.  The moment I saw it, I was in [image: image11.jpg]


love.  I had to have it.  I stumbled across a 2004 Mazda RX-8, 6 Speed Manual Transmission
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 with only 10,382 miles on it.  This car let me tell you, was beautiful.  It was a fully decked out model.  It had the MTA Grand Touring Package which contained Xenon Headlights with automatic leveling, dynamic stability control, traction control, Bose audio with 9 speaker sound system, electric moon roof, Homelink wireless control system, all leather trim/seats, front fog lights, dual power heated mirrors, and an automatic day/night rearview mirror.  It had the appearance package which contained the side aero flares, front air dam, rear aero flares, rocker panel extensions, and front and rear rotary accents.  It had a 1.3L Rotary engine, 6 speed manual transmission with overdrive.  The car came with 18 inch wheels, am/fm radio with 6 disc changer.  It could do 0-60 in 6 seconds and the quarter mile in 14.5 seconds.  The car was a metallic silver color.  It was awesome.  I was able to get a price of $27,500 for it.  So I signed the papers that day and drove it home.  I financed the car for 5 years and put $5,000 down on the car that I had saved up in college.  My payment calculated out to $483.61 a month.  It was worth it.  Tammy didn’t like it as much as I did, but I was the one driving it so it was all good.  Insurance on the car cost me about $175 a month because of how sporty the car was.
After I got my car everything went pretty normal for about a year.  We didn’t do anything horribly exciting and continued working the same jobs.  I got a raise after one year to $15.10 an hour from $14.00 an hour.  That was good and Tammy got a raise after 6 months to $12.50 an hour and a year after that to $13.20 an hour and was promoted to 1st shift manager in the transcriptionist department.  Then the unthinkable happened.  On June 23rd in 2008 Tammy found out she was pregnant.  At least we had the room for it in our 3 bedroom house.  Until then they had been a guest room and I had turned the third bedroom into a small office.  After Tammy found out she was pregnant we began planning for it.  I turned the spare room into a nursery.  I put some shelves in the room, painted it a light blue color and spent around $2000 buying baby things, like a cradle, Our families were excited and began buying us little baby clothes like you wouldn’t imagine.  We did a scan about 2 months before she was due and found out it was a little girl so we began thinking of names.  I had the final word on that one.  I was determined.  I wanted to name her Jaide Marie Knight and so we did.  She was born normally on March 26th which was awesome because that is the day before my birthday.  She was pregnant for about 9 months and a week.  Tammy had taken off work for about a month before she had the baby and the hospital was very cooperative of her pregnancy.  Basically she had her vacation time that she was paid for and over that she had the time off without penalty.  She went back to work a month after part time still maintaining her manager position.  I was very happy that the hospital was so cooperative about it all.  Jaide turned out to be the greatest thing that ever happened to me.  When I was younger I had never really wanted a child or anything like that.  But once I had one, I couldn’t imagine life without her.  She is the best kid I could have ever had.
In the winter of 2009 we came back to New York to visit our families show our daughter off to everyone.  We stayed at my mom’s house who was now a grandma, it took her some time to get used to that word but she finally accepted it.  After we got to New York Tammy went out to get some things and got into a car accident in her Alero.  A car spun out in front of her on the highway and she had to swerve off the road to miss it.  She totaled the car and got out with a few bruises.  She was very lucky.  Our daughter had been home with me and my family and Tammy had been shopping.  The car was totaled however so we flew home after Christmas.  When we got back and got all the insurance settled out it paid off the car but there was none left over.  So we had to go shopping for a car again for her now.  Work for her was in the opposite direction from mine and we both had to be to work at 8 so sharing the vehicle was about impossible, not to mention; only I drive my car.  So basically right after the insurance affairs were handled we went looking again.  She found a nice 2006 Nissan Altima for 12,000.  We financed that car over a 3 year period at 10.5% and got a monthly payment of $390 a month.

In 2010 I got another promotion at my job and became the head of the computer repair department.  From then on out life was just paying bills, taking care of our daughter, and living life the best that we could.  That brings us up to today.  I just woke up an hour ago, I’m 33 years old.  Tammy is still in bed.  I went in to check on Jaide who is sleeping beautifully in her bed.  She is 6 years old now.  Her birthday was last week.  She is in second grade now.  She had a little party with a bunch of the kids she plays with at school.  The party was great; she had a really good time.  I find it peaceful to look back at my life from time to time and relive it, relive all the happy memories and all the fun times I had.  As I stand in the bathroom and brush my teeth I can’t help but smile.  I know I’ve had a good life, and I can’t picture how it could get much better.
� This picture was taken when I was in boot camp in the navy


� You can learn more about the school at � HYPERLINK "http://www.alfredstate.edu" ��www.alfredstate.edu�


� You can learn more about Corning Community College at � HYPERLINK "http://www.corning-cc.edu" ��www.corning-cc.edu�


� You can learn more about the Application Software Development field at Alfred State College by going to this link - � HYPERLINK "http://www.alfredstate.edu/academics/programs/prog_1502.html" ��http://www.alfredstate.edu/academics/programs/prog_1502.html�


� You can read more about my classes from the campus website detailing them � HYPERLINK "http://www.alfredstate.edu/academics/course_descriptions/cisy.html" ��http://www.alfredstate.edu/academics/course_descriptions/cisy.html�


� The research can be seen at � HYPERLINK "http://www.century21.com/buy/buy_results.aspx?type=R&State=SC&County_flag=1&City=Marion&Lux_flag=0&Rec_flag=0&OpenHouse_flag=0&Pic_flag=0&PageNum=1&NumOfDays=0&OrderBy=1&SortOrder=1&page=2" ��http://www.century21.com/buy/buy_results.aspx?type=R&State=SC&County_flag=1&City=Marion&Lux_flag=0&Rec_flag=0&OpenHouse_flag=0&Pic_flag=0&PageNum=1&NumOfDays=0&OrderBy=1&SortOrder=1&page=2�


� Job statistics can be seen here - � HYPERLINK "http://www.bls.gov/oes/2000/oes_sc.htm#b15-0000" ��http://www.bls.gov/oes/2000/oes_sc.htm#b15-0000�


� The picture on the left starting from the left is my step bro(dave) and sister(Allison), then my real brother(Josh), then my real sister(Leah) and her boyfriend(Dave)


The picture on the right is my mom (Sharyn) and her boyfriend(Kevin)


� Performance specs on the car can be here - � HYPERLINK "http://mazda.jbcarpages.com/RX8/2004/index4.php" ��http://mazda.jbcarpages.com/RX8/2004/index4.php�


More information on the car can be found here - � HYPERLINK "http://www.fast-autos.net/mazda/04mazdarx8.html" ��http://www.fast-autos.net/mazda/04mazdarx8.html�
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